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the Porte de Pantin, in the northwest corner of the city, was
fired on by an irresponsible French soldier and withdrew. The
occupation was delayed until today, when soon after 7 A.M.
the first motorcyclists enter the capital. They are followed by
German cameramen, radio technicians and announcers, who
station themselves in the Place de la Concorde to record the
scene as German troops pass through the center of the city. It
is a sunny morning. The swastika floats from the Arc de Tri-
omphe and from the Eiffel Tower.
According to a German version published August 12, Nazi
officers yesterday sent an "open message over the radio" offer-
ing to treat Paris as a non-belligerent zone if the city would
surrender at once. They then attempted to get in touch with
the French occupying forces under a flag of truce. But the
effort failed when the German delegation was fired on by mis-
take by French Senegalese troops. At 6 A.M, today French
delegates arrive at the village of Ecouen, some 10 miles from
Paris on the road to Chantilly, and begin negotiations with
German officers regarding the conditions for the surrender and
occupation of Paris. The French in general accept the condi-
tions of the German High Command, but raise a question as to
what area constitutes Paris. They explain that they are em-
powered to surrender only the city proper and not its environs.
Under threats that a concentric attack with artillery of the
heaviest calibers will begin at once if the German demand is
not accepted, the French signature is affixed to the protocol of
surrender. At about 7:45 A.M. armored cars, tanks and in-
fantry advance into Paris from the northwest, passing through